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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 CCO-OO /026 W 

083814 

O 111900Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 536 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL ASMARA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET KHARTOUM 2394 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SU, ET, US 
SUBJECT: KAGNEW FOUR 

REF: KHARTOUM 2268 

1. MINSTATE KIBEIDA SUMMONED ME 7 PM LOCAL OCT 11 TO 
REPORT GOS HAS BEEN BRINGING PRESSURE TO BEAR ON "ERITREANS" 

TO RELEASE KAGNEW FOUR. READING CAREFULLY FROM NOTES. 

KIBEIDA SAID "ERITREANS" HAD BEEN TOLD THAT ANY QUESTION OF 
RANSOM WAS OUT. AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE FORWARD-LOOKING 
IW ORDER NOT IRREVOCABLY TO ANTAGONIZE A WORLD POWER, SINCE 
BOTH IN NEAR AND LONGER TERMS THIS WOULD BE DAMAGING TO THEIR 
INTERESTS. "ERITREANS” HAD ALSO BEEN TOLD THAT PRESIDENT NIMEIRI 
HAS A PERSONAL HUMANITARIAN INTEREST IN THE MATTER AND THAT 
GOS EXPECTS "ERITREANS" TO GIVE DUE REGARD TO THIS IMPORTANT 
CONSIDERATION. KIBEIDA CONCLUDED THAT SUDANESE MESSAGES HAD 
BEEN SENT NOT ONLY TO PLF MILITARY COMMAND INSIDE ERITREA BUT 
ALSO TO PLF OFFICE BEIRUT AND "ELSEWHERE", EVIDENTLY WITHIN LAST 48 
HOURS. HE ASSURED ME THAT MILITARY LEADERSHIP INSIDE ERITREA HAD 
ALREADY RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE. HE SAID GOS EXPECTS OUTCOME OF THIS 
"DEMARCHE" WILL BE KNOWN WITHIN 7-10 DAYS. 
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2. I TOLD KIBEIDA I WAS CERTAIN WASHINGTON WOULD BE MOST GRATIFIED 
BY THIS HELPFUL INTERVENTION ON PART GOS. SINCE HE HAD NOT YET 
HEARD FROM FONOFF USEC MIRGHANI OF MY TALK WITH LATTER OCT 9 
(KHARTOUM 2370), I BRIEFED HIM IN IDENTICAL TERMS AS AUTHORIZED 
STATE 240695. KIBEIDA SAID HE AGREED THAT WE HAD HAD NO OPTION BUT 
TO REPLY TO PLF APPROACH VIA FRIENDLY GOVERNMENT AS WE HAD DONE. 

I TOLD KIBEIDA I WOULD IMMEDIATELY LET HIM KNOWN RESULTS PLANNED 
MEETING. HE RESPONDED THAT I SHOULD CONTACT HIM DIRECTLY RATHER THAN 
THROUGH FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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